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PREFACE
The preface in our Bulletin is the place of choice
to publicly thank some very active family members for their contribution to the organization of
the reunion last April and for the contents of this
magazine. For the reunion we especially have to
thank the leading organizational role of Annemie
Verbeek – Boissevain, whose contacts in the
Amsterdam area made for good deals with
Maison Descartes and who organized the catering and photography by Pauline Prior. Pictures
are spread throughout this Bulletin. Gustaaf
(with trident), Raymond, Jeroen and Bob gave a
helping hand regarding financial matters and
salesmanship. Jan Willem had already taken care
of the communication and registrations via the
website, the budgeting beforehand and the payments afterwards. By distributing the workload
over several people, it was quite manageable for
everyone.
This also goes for the contents of this Bulletin:
Bob reports on the reunion and the births, deaths
and marriages, his brother Willem writes about
the conductor Mengelberg, and Klarissa
Nienhuys has an interesting article on the biologist Dr. Mia who has so far been kept out of
the limelight. The internet proved again to be a
valuable medium to focus the spotlight on the
actor and film star Daniël Boissevain. With this
we also tackle the current affairs of the young
family members who are still alive for a change!
All those involved please accept a big thank you
for this.

I also use this preface to announce a couple of
changes in our committee. Business with work
and/or family, fulfillment of one or more different jobs in the board during a long time and the
fact that every flourishing organization needs
‘new blood’ in time are the reasons for this.
Raymond (NP p 111), Jan Willem (NP p 142)
and the undersigned (NP p 116) resign, while
Barbera (NP p 75) and Aviva (NP p 76) will join
the board. The exact allocation of tasks in the
committee will be settled in the course of 2007,
but for sure Gustaaf (NP p 116) will become the
president and Aviva the secretary. We are still
looking for a webmaster. Not only for this position, but also for other managerial (in the committee) or additional (outside the committee)
positions one can apply at the secretary! Jan
Willem in the mean time will keep an eye on the
website and I will be in charge with the content
of the Bulletin. During a cozy meal we thanked
the members that have left the committee, welcomed the others and we gave a toast to all the
changes. ‘Without fear for the future’ our family
foundation takes on its course.
Finally I wish you joyful reading of this Bulletin
and a Happy 2007.
.
Charles F.C.G. Boissevain, president.
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GREAT REUNION WITH VARIED PROGRAMME

Three times Charles. F.l.t.r. Charles, Charles en Charles.
(Credits Pauline Prior, Amsterdam)

n the 8th of April there was another
Boissevain-reunion in Amsterdam. it was
the ninth reunion, when we count the well attended one in 1992 in the Canadian town of
Boissevain and the one that took place in 1995 in
France’s Bergerac. There was a varied program.
Besides a great get-together and ample time to
catch up and reconnect with more and less familiar family members, we were also treated to a
dose of family history and culture. For the children there was a special program. The day began
with a visit to the Dutch Maritime Museum and
a tour specially arranged for us. Then we took a
canal boat to the partially renovated Maison
Descartes, where we stayed the rest of the afternoon. In the museum as well as during the canal
boat tour, Pauline Prior (daughter of Catharina
Prior-Boissevain who died in 2004) took many
photo’s some of which found their way to our
website very quickly. Several photo’s are spread
throughout this magazine, and you can order
them by writing to the secretary. The number of
participants was far less than in 2001 when we
had a record number of 140 participants (this
time we had very few people from abroad), but
there was not a big difference with other reunions. And more than half of the 80 participants
stayed on for a nice family dinner.

O
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Maritime museum
The participants were welcomed by committee
member Gustaaf, recognizable by a long stick
with the 3 box trees of our family coat of arms.
The building dates back to 1656 and used to be
a pack house for the Admiralty, but now it has
been a museum for many years. For us of course
the nineteenth century was especially important,
when Boissevains played an important role in the
Dutch shipping industry. Unfortunately due to
renovations, some of the halls remained closed,
but the commentary during the guided tour
made up for a lot and there was enough to see,
such as models of boats, sea maps, instruments
and other navigation equipment. And many –
including the kids – were very excited about a
visit to a replica VOC ship from the 17th
Century which was right next to the museum. It
was a 3-master (45 m long, 12 m wide, 3 m deep
and more than 50 m high) with many rooms,
saloons and storage space.

Canal tour
The tour in the canal boat was a good way to
move around the city. On route via Oosterdok,
Kromme Waal, Oude Schans, Zwanenburgwal,

GREAT REUNION WITH VARIED PROGRAMME

Kids in the VOC-schip. F.l.t.r. hand of Caroline, Max ten Brink, David, ?, Zara ten Brink.
(Credits Pauline Prior, Amsterdam)

Amstel and Prinsengracht we didn’t see as
many
canalhouses
occupied by Boissevains as in 2001, but we
did get to see other
interesting parts of
Amsterdam,
among
others the Shipping
house (former headquarters of large shipping companies that
were of importance to
the Boissevains), the
sixteenth
Century
Montelbaenstower, the
City Hall and Music
theatre/Opera.
Interior canal boat with
f.l.t.r. part of
Willem,
Marianne and Robert van
Wouw beside his wife Ilse.
(Credits Pauline Prior,
Amsterdam)
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GREAT REUNION WITH VARIED PROGRAMME

Puppet show. Front row f.l.t.r. Zara ten Brink, Charlotte, Max ten Brink, Caroline and Paul. Back row f.l.t.r.
Celine-Alie, David, Gulian, Lucas and Philippe. (Credits Pauline Prior, Amsterdam)

Maison Descartes
Already three times has this former Walloon
orphanage (of which Jeremie, son of our ancestor
Lucas was in charge in those days) been the location for a Boissevain reunion. Due to a lot of
renovation work in the last few years, this year we
had more room at our disposal, including the
beautiful French garden.
Chairman Charles greeted the people present
with a short speech, in which he among other
things mentioned the improved Boissevain
Bulletin
and
the
new
website
(www.boissevain.org). He thanked committee
members Jan Willem and Raymond who are
standing down and he welcomed Aviva
Boissevain on board as new member. He urged
the people present to please forward any
news/changes re births/deaths and marriages to a
committee member, make suggestions that
would enhance the family tie and where possible
to contribute interesting facts for the Bulletin
and/or the website. The children meanwhile were
entertained downstairs by famous puppet theatre
Pierlala and the accompanying characters Jan
Klaassen and Katrijn. All in all a very successful
family party.
Robert Lucas (Bob) Boissevain, Heemstede
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New member of the committee Aviva (NP p 76) with
behind left Anne Marie (Annemie) Verbeek – Boissevain
(NP p 133). (Credits Pauline Prior, Amsterdam)

FINANCES
Stand until 17-09-2006
Realization 2006
Credit
Donations
€
Tie sales
€
Interest
€
Reunion (incl. ties) €

Euro (€)
2.209,00
0,00
20,00
2.175,00

Debet
Bulletin 2005
Contributions
Administration
Bank
Mailing
Internet
Reunion
Credit Balance

€
€
€
€
€
€
€

==========
€
4.404,00
Budget 2007
Credit
Donaties
Rente

€
€

Euro (€)
2.200,00
40,00

€

==========
2.240,00

€
Debet
Bulletin 2006
Contributies
Administratie
Bank
Mailing donaties
Internet
Saldo

€
€
€
€
€
€
€
€

Euro (€)
950,00
52,00
0,00
136,00
654,00
429,00
3.056
349,00
==========
4.404,00

Euro (€)
1.000,00
60,00
50,00
150,00
680,00
300,00
300,00
==========
2.440,00

Jan Willem Boissevain, treasurer

Jan Willem (NP p 142) and family during the canal cruise and with the VOC-ship in the background. F.l.t.r. Jan Willem,
David, Paul, Caroline en Joke. (Credits Pauline Prior, Amsterdam)
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NAMESCONFUSION: NELLA’S
ince there are a lot of Boissevains, people who are not
very well informed about the family tend to get confused rather quickly. This happened to me when I was
writing the piece about Nella, published on pages 1617 of the last Bulletin, number 16 Christmas 2005.
My cousin Charles Boissevain (NP p 75) knew better
and thanks to him this rectification.

S

Nella married Adriaan (Aat) Floris van Hall in
1896 and she died in 1970.

Nella I: Amsterdam 1873 – Bloemendaal 1970

These propositions are dated 23-10-1943 and were
most likely written on the occasion of Nella’s 70th
birthday. Nella and Aat had ten children. That
explains Proposition II: ‘The first five children are
extremely busy, after that it is a piece of cake.’ They
owned the rural estate De Ebbinge in Bentveld.
According to Proposition VI at least 300 people
could camp there. Their house Zonnehof in
Aerdenhout, close to De Ebbinge, was renovated
very often: twelve times according to Proposition
VIII: ‘Every house has to be renovated 12 times.’

The Nella who is the focus of Propositions regarding the Art of Living was Petronella Johanna
Boissevain, born in Amsterdam, 26 October 1873
(NP p 54). She was the 7th child of Jan Boissevain,
the steam ship company owner (NP p 52). This

Letter from Nella II, from the time she still lived at Drafna. (Archive of Welmoet Wijnaendts Francken Dyserinck in the
International Informationcentre and Archive for Women’s Suffrage, Amsterdam)
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NAMESCONFUSION: NELLA’S
Nella II: Amsterdam 1881 - Leeuwarden 1956
he 2nd Nella, also Petronella Johannna
Boissevain (NP p 69), was the 9th child of
Charles Boissevain, journalist and brother of Jan
the steam ship company owner. She was thus a
cousin of aforementioned Nella of the “Art of

T

Living”. As mentioned in the previous bulletin,
Nella was briefly involved in women’s suffrage.
Klarissa Nienhuys, Groningen (Granddaughter of Maria
Boissevain – Pijnappel and daughter of novelist Dieuke
Boissevain, see NP p 71)

Branch of the descendents of Gédéon Jérémie (NP p 43). F.l.t.r. back row: Ben van Herpen, Inge and Jeremy, Willem,
Hilde, Celine-Alie, Valentijn and Ilse. Middle row standing; Bob, Hester, Clari and Van Wouw. Middle row sitting:
Deanne van Hall, Diederik, Saskia, Aviva, Charles, Marjan and Clarissa. On the floor: Barbara, Claartje with AnneClaartje and Jan. (Credits Pauline Prior, Amsterdam)
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Dr. MIA BOISSEVAIN (1878-1959)
ia Boissevain was a famous Dutch person in her
time. Especially in circles that were actively
involved in the fight for women’s suffrage, she became
famous through her role as chair of the committee, which
organized the very successful exhibition “The Woman
1813-1913’. It was often mentioned that she had a
doctorate in biology, but not what that entailed.
In 1915 Mia wrote a manuscript with the title
‘Een Amsterdamsche familie’ in which she described her
family and social life and her life so far. After that her
life took a different turn and hardly anything has
ever been published about that. However for her 80th
birthday a memorial book was made for Mia. And
in family archives, we come across bits and pieces of
information.
Klarissa Nienhuys has tried to complete the picture of
Mia’s life. Because quite a bit of information became
available, in this Bulletin she reports stories from and
about Mia’s childhood and about Mia as biologist.

M

The youngest of the Jantjes
In Amsterdam the two main branches of the
Boissevain family and their descendants from
Gideon Jeremie (NP p 48) are referred to as the
Jantjes and the Charles-tjes for those familiar,
referring to their respective fathers. Jan Boissevain
(NP p 52) married one of the sisters Brugmans:
Petronella Gerharda Johanna (1838-1905), daughter of the city lawyer A. Brugmans LL.M. Of the
Jantjes on April the 8th 1878 the last and 9th child
is born: Maria Boissevain. From a very early age she
is called Mia.
Mia’s nanny Annie is the sister of Polly, who also
happens to speak English and who is in charge of
the children’s room in the house of her uncle
Charles Boissevain and auntie Emily Héloïse
MacDonnell. Further, there is a manservant Jannes,
a kitchen hand and a housekeeper Sophie.
The family has only lived at the Kloveniersburgwal
74, a double mansion, since the year before Mia’s
birth. On the one end of the pavement are the three
rooms of the sunny lounge, on the other side 2
more windows. A wide corridor comes out by an
inner court with a small garden, with the kitchen to
the left at the end of the corridor and right next to
the dining room. The courtyard borders on two
side the University building on the Oudemanhuispoort.
Father Jan is ship owner and active on many
boards. They often have visitors, like captains who
sailed their ships safely home and guests from the
Cape colony, English, Scots, Irish and Canadians.
The family gets described by various people as large
and lively. When Mia is born the age of the other
children varies from 15 to 2 years. Near the front
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door hung a large board with the names of all the
children on it and 2 columns: in or out.
When Romé, who would become Wally’s second
wife, heard about the Jantjes for the first time, this
is what she heard: ‘O! the Boissevains, a fabulous
family. On one end of the table they throw éclairs
at each other, at the other end they talk Plato.’ The
games the family played were also rather advanced.
Romé gives an example of the game Guess what I
have in mind? Is it a mineral or something alive,
etc.? Once the answer was: the dagger Othello
would have used to kill Desdemona, had he not
done it with a pillow.

At home on the Kloveniersburgwal
The éclairs suggest more wealth than in fact there
was. The family rather lived in style and later on
more in luxury, but in the household they exercised
great frugality. The house was decorated very sparsely, without expensive furniture or paintings.
Mother has of course a beautiful gown to go out in,
but jackets from the kids were turned and lengthened, socks mended. Clothes belonging to older
ones, passed on to the younger ones. During the
meal one was not allowed to eat more than 3 sandwiches and only 2 with a filling.
When there was any money left over, they rather
gave it to people who needed it more. Mrs.
Boissevain-Brugmans receives a whole lot of poor
women and other people without an income every
Monday morning and she distributes peat coupons,
food and sometimes linens.
Mia’s brother Wally (1876) (NP p 59), the 8th child
of the Jantjes, told his children later how his father
would eat strawberries at breakfast with the little
Mia: ‘A small one for Daddy, a whopper for Mia.’
Cousin Hester, the 5th child of uncle Charles,
remembers looking out of the window of Jantje’s
house with Mia when ‘o miracle, auntie Nella stepped from the house to the boat, right in front of the
house, and Jannes den Beste followed with many
blankets and food. Aunt Nella disappeared down
below. What food for the imagination of a 4- and
8-year old!’ In the mentioned ship, that was used
for loading and unloading, lived a skipper with
many children, and Mia’s mother regularly looked
after them.

Playing after school
Hester went to a school in Amsterdam next to
Matthijs’ one, the 5th child of the Jantjes and for a
while went to have lunch with the family on the

Dr. MIA BOISSEVAIN (1878-1959)
house at the end of a wide beech tree lane, part of
the De Vogelenzang estate, near Haarlem. For 10
years the Jantjes spent their summers from early
May until the end of September at Teylingerbosch.
It is an eldorado for the children; they can play outside a lot and Mia loves it. In front of the house
there are two enormous lime trees, whose blossoms
smell lovely and hum with bees in summer. The
trunk of the tree is covered in white climbing roses
that flower all summer. There is a flower garden.
The waterways around the estate are full of life. In
the fields and in the forest are birds of many varieties. In the forest there are mushrooms and mosses
and in the dunes Mia learns all about plants that are
typical for dry hollows or moist dips in the dunes.
It is not yet a water-collection area. An and Mia
sometimes go to ‘Paradise’, a place deep in the
dunes where there is an old well, with baskets and
food supplies. There they camp out under a large
elder. They pick wild strawberries and return home
with a rich harvest of blackberries and sea buckthorn, dune thistles and little boxes with hairy
caterpillars.
Mia during College time.

Kloveniersburgwal. She then walked with Thijs
‘through the Oudemanhuispoort, where there was
a mysterious little shop, where ‘a loud bell rung
when Thijs opened the door and he then bought a
big green piece of candied peel, which he ate eagerly and sometimes, generously, saved a piece for the
little ones: Wally and Mia!’ She remembers Mia
from that time as a small dark girl. Also cousin
Hilda, the 7th child of uncle Charles often came
round. She remembers mainly the dress up chest
with wonderful clothes in them, probably old court
dresses belonging to Mia’s mother and grandmother. They got dressed up often and then played
charades. Wally later told Romé: ‘When I would
come home from school, I ran outside, then from
the flat piece of the kitchen onto the roof of one of
the University buildings. Mia and her friend Sisi
where usually already there.’ The children sometimes looked through the windows of the rooms of
the university, while the professors were lecturing.
But they also often watched what happened in the
houses in Slijkstraat, among other things ‘beatings
with a lot of swearing, inspired by the moment.’
But they wisely refrained from telling that at home.

Teylingerbosch
In 1883, when Mia is only 5 years old, father Jan
discovers that ‘Teylingerbosch’ is vacant. It is a

Cousins
Even many decennia later cousin Hester remembers the many wild adventures at Teylingerbosch.
She thought that An, the 6th child of the Jantjes,
and Maria were ‘heroes in handling all sorts of slimey animals from the waterways, and jumping over
them! Often one of them would fall in – of course
the pole was always to blame!’ When Hester came
home to the Charles-tjes in Zandvoort Polly would
reprimand her: ‘Well, I declare, you always come
back with dirty, torn or wet clothes!’ Also cousin
Hilda has fond memories of this: walks through the
dunes, pinching all sorts of goodies from the vege
garden through a hole in the hedge and jumping
over the waterways. Once she had walked too far
through a field. The waterway was very wide there
and some cows came running towards her. Olga,
Hilda and Mia’s sister, called from the other side:
‘Jump in, jump in’, what Hilda immediately did.
Mia showed her sister-in-law Romé once on a visit
to Teylingerbosch how they used to pinch fruit. All
of a sudden she climbed onto a stone and reached
over the wall: ‘See, this is how I picked the ripe
morellos from the orchard.’ The den Tex family,
with auntie Hester, uncle Charles’ twin sister, came
to stay during the Pentecost holidays. Cousin
Godfried remembers that Mia was so kind as to
walk with him – as he was deaf and therefore a
rather boring cousin - behind a large group of
happy talking family members.
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Dr. MIA BOISSEVAIN (1878-1959)
Primary school
On one September day the fun is over and Mia
visits the primary school at the Frederiksplein for
the first time. She doesn’t like going to school and
she has a big problem with the way in which class
differences play a role. The year after she attends a
private boys- and girls school, which she enjoys
much more. She gets pretty cheeky and is always
the first playing games. Her intellectual abilities are
probably good but not excellent. In the last few

years of the school she only had mediocre teachers
and she disliked the last year altogether, also because of the tensions between the pre-teenagers.

Secondary school
Mia then continues 5 years of Secondary School for
Girls. This school was situated in one of the beautiful houses of the Heerengracht near the
Vijzelstraat and had the nickname ‘golden girls
school’. This school was founded by a group of
wealthy Amster-damers, who
wanted to have a good education for their daughters.
Apart from school most girls
also had piano-, singing- or
other extra lessons, gymnastics and religion. Mia also
had piano lessons and went
to bible classes at the
minister’s house. There were
another 30 or so young girls,
some of which already held
positions as servants. About
those school years Mia had
mixed feelings: too little freedom, homework, extra lessons, studying the piano and
other duties made that she
really longed for the time
when she could close the
school doors behind her once
and for all. She imagined that
then golden years would
come.

After school
In the first year (1894-95)
that Mia, 16-17 years of age,
had left school, she is incredibly bored. Of her seven brothers and sister, 2 sisters are
engaged, her oldest brother
Charles Daniël Walrave has
already left home a while ago
and lives in Montreal, her
brother Matthijs has a job as
lawyer in Amsterdam and her
youngest brother Walrave has
Fife young ladies on the stairs. F.l.t.r. Upper stairs: Mia Boissevain (16 à 17 jaar), Jet
Palthe, Maria van Geurs and Sisi Blijdenstein. Under: Stien Moltzer.
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Dr. MIA BOISSEVAIN (1878-1959)
left for the East Indies for 3 years. Two of her
friends went to France to learn the language. Mia
has French conversation lessons, because she still
can’t speak it properly after 7 years of teachings.
She does some housework and gets riding lessons.
She reads everything that falls into her hands,
among other things, from beginning to end all the
binded volumes of ‘De Gids’, which her father has
on his bookshelves. Mia’s oldest sister Elisabeth
occupies herself with social work and looking after
the needy, and is sub-director of the Foundation
‘Our House’. She would later become the Director
of the Learning Institute for Social Work. Mia
often joins her sister and helps her a bit, but this
kind of work is not for her and it doesn’t inspire her
at all. She nearly becomes depressed because of it,
judging from her later statements that in those days
in the mornings she felt ‘the world pressing on her
very heavily - everything seemed to be just a drop
in the ocean, I didn’t see any means to pull myself
together or to make a decision.’

Botany college
The lethargy comes to an end when she one time
joins her more than six years older sister Anna
Maria to a botany lecture by Hugo de Vries. An had
elsewhere in the country accompanied a GP for a
while, during his house calls, where she more or less
took on the role of doctor’s assistant. After that she
wanted to study medicine. She finished her secondary education within a year and now studies medicine at the University of Amsterdam. She also has
an enormous interest in (natural) science and therefore attends de Vries’ lectures. An incedently will
not finish her studies because of her marriage.
Professor Hugo de Vries in those days did some
pioneering research on the theory of hereditary and
the importance of mutations. During his lectures
he would stand behind a long table full of plants
and dried objects from the environment, that,
because of his own experiments or spontaneously,
ended up with an interesting deviation. After his
lecture the students had a practical where they studied the anatomy of plants through a microscope.

Studying
Mia now knew what she wanted. A few months
later her parents agreed to her studying one of the
natural sciences. Just as her sister An’s study this
was unusual for that time, but not quite groundbreaking. The couple Jan Boissevain was friends with
the couple Mr. J.C and Marie de Vries. This Marie
was Hugo de Vries’ cousin and together with Max

Weber’s wife they belonged to the first generation
female biology students. An also was a very good
friend of Marie de Vries and shared her passion for
botany. According to Mia there never has been a
more well-read woman, who had ingrained everything she had read into her whole being. She quoted Goethe, Homer, Plato or Buddhist views
during walks without any effort. During the summer Mia takes preparatory classes in mathematics
and chemistry and -at 18 years of age- enters the
University of Amsterdam. Science is flourishing in
those days at the University of Amsterdam. Mia
finds the new discoveries in physics, chemistry,
geology, christallography and genetics extremely
interesting. She spends 6 closely typed pages on the
many interesting aspects of her study, in her manuscript about the Amsterdam family. She studies
botany and zoology, specializing in the latter.

Zoology
In Amsterdam Max Weber is professor in zoology.
During his practical he teaches his students to
make preparations patiently, observe carefully and
draw accurately. Weber was an anatomist and also a
very skillful taxidermist. He often dissected animals
that had died in Artis (zoo). According to Mia is
was the chance of a lifetime to attend dissections of
large animals. When Weber was at work surrounded by his students it was just like ‘in Rembrandt’s
anatomy lessons.’ Mia found the dissections
masterpieces of technology, due to the apparent
ease and confidence in which Weber performed
them. During this work Weber continuously lectured his students on the comparative anatomy of the
organs, which made you learn more in one afternoon than in hours of study.
Mrs. Weber was also a biologist, specialized in
algae. She described and named hundreds of algae
for the first time, constructed a unique herbarium
and wrote several other standard works. The biology couple Weber owned a house in Amsterdam and
a summer residence in Eerbeek with a large garden,
two laboratories, work rooms and a great number of
books. From here they organized excursions for
groups of students, during which they would collect
all sorts of things. On one of these they came across
the -as yet unknown- nurse-frog and a moorland
frog among others. According to tradition Mia,
when she was professor Weber’s assistant, picked
tadpoles from the garlic toad from the pond in
Eerbeek, that had never before been seen, nor ever
after.
During her study the Siboga-expedition returns,
which did research in the Dutch East Indies in
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Dr. MIA BOISSEVAIN (1878-1959)
1899-1900. Mia lands an important job in unpacking and sorting of the good catch and mainly
looks at the shells. This probably gave her her idea
for her doctoral-research.

Doctoral-research
After 5 years of studying biology Mia is finished
and leaves for Zürich, where she spends a whole
year researching the Dentalium entalis L., a sea
worm with a smooth shell, called an elephant’s
tooth. The shell indeed looks like a miniature elephant’s tooth, a few centimeters long and open at
both ends. The mollusk is able to move itself along
the bottom of the sea with a muscular foot, similar
to a snail.

Mia receives some already determined samples
from Napels, which she colors in different ways,
cuts into slices and studies under a microscope. She
describes in great detail the foot and the cape, special eyelash cells, various kinds of glands, the blood
circulation, the nervous system and the brains, kidneys and intestines. From all parts of the animal she
makes very detailed drawings.
Mia compares her findings with those of 2 other
biologists, corrects the old results and complements
them with the new details. The results are published in 1903, and that is enough to pass her doctorate. In those days it was common to obtain one’s
doctorate after only one year of research. Mia is 25
years old. Three years later she publishes an article
on the various shells that were found during the
Siboga expedition. One particular variety is a variation of the
elephant’s tooth and gets
named after her: Dentalium
entalis var. indicum Boissevain.

Work as biologist

Sketches out of a map with geological notes and various notes about plants in the neighborhood of the house.
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In 1893, when Mia was fifteen,
her father bought a summer
residence in De Bilt: ‘Jagtlust’,
just 15 minutes walk from the
train station. Since that time
the Jantjes live there for 4
months every summer. After a
very early breakfast, several
family members would leave
for the train station from where
they took the first train to
Amsterdam.
After the death of their parents
in 1904 and 1905 respectively,
Jagtlust is sold and Mia and her
brother Matthijs move into
‘Boschzigt’, the renovated gardener’s quarters from Jagtlust.
Mia’s sister Heleen also lives
there for a while. So they commute to Amsterdam, where
Thijs is a lawyer and Mia works
as curator in the Artis museum.
She finds it extremely difficult
to combine her work, the household, welcoming guests and
maintaining the flower garden
with the beehives. Mia and
Thijs also live in Munich for a

Dr. MIA BOISSEVAIN (1878-1959)
to harbor strange mushrooms in
their intestines. Her goddaughter
Mia, the daughter of Mia’s sister
Nel, remembers that auntie Mia
during a visit was delighted to hear
that these creatures were also to be
found in and around the house. To
everyone’s surprise she immediately
put some samples in a matchbox,
and wrote down the exact spot
where they were found. Her sisterin-law Romé Boissevain-Kalff,
who met her brother Walrave in
1913, remembers the ‘brand new
discovery of a bacteria in the intestines of a slater called Kerbertia, in
honor of Dr. Kerbert, the then
director of Artis’. Visitors to
Boschzigt watched with fascination
how Mia with some sort of cutter
cut up these creatures into miniscule slices. The slater, who the previous day was still happily living
under a moist rock, gave its romantic life for a bacteria inside its
intestines, spread out like a neat
ribbon of 1000 see-through slices,
that were carefully put onto glass
plates by the microtomist to study
under the microscope.

Life as biologist
Already very early on Mia was interested in all living things and she
‘In the garden along van R. grows Panicum Crus Galli L’. Furthermore designed thus becomes the sort of biologist
three sorts of crops: Hanepoot, Pluimgierst and Kransnaalder.
who is interested in biology in everyday life and she was very successyear, where Mia does some zoological research.
ful in conveying that to others. Her sister Nella
In 1908 she publishes a scientific article on cultivaremembers that Mia, when she lived with her broting microscopically small one-celled sea creatures,
ther Wally (1910-1913), once gave a course in cells
with a diameter of only 0,15 millimeter. These
and cell division on request. ‘It was as if it was a very
Actinosphaerium Eichhornii looks like a small sun
easy subject to understand as the explanation was so
when viewed under the microscope, round, with
clear and considerate.’ Several cousins who visited
many tentacles. The German article is again publis‘Boschzigt’, remember even years later that they
hed in 1925 in Dutch. Back in Bilthoven she
would look for lizards, and found orchids and sunspends much of her time in the garden and on her
dew. Mia told them about the Flemish jay and the
dedication to the ‘women’s affairs’, more on that
Mierenleeuw, she dissected moles and preserved
later.
insects in formalin to determine these.

Slaters
At some stage Mia starts to develop an interest in
the slaters in the garden of Boschzigt. She tells cousin who are interested that those creatures happen

In her later years too, she never lost any of her
enthusiasm according to her granddaughter Suzie,
the daughter of her adopted daughter Daisy. Mia
looked after the grandchildren Michael and Suzie
in London on a regular base, until they were eleven
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and twelve (1941-1954).
‘The zoology and biology never left her and we
grew up with lots of experiments, from collecting
caterpillars and keeping them until they turned into
moths, to turning red cabbage water from green to
blue to yellow by adding bits of sugar, or vinegar, or
whatever. (…) She taught us about flowers and how
to press them and I could read and write a bit by the
time I went to school at 4.’
There were quite a few mice in the house after the
war and when Mia once found a pregnant dead
mouse in the trap, she dissected it carefully because
Suzie wanted to know where the babies were.
When Suzie had her first biology lesson at school,
the topic was amoebae. So then Mia, at 75 years of
age, climbed up to the guttering which led to the
roof above the third floor. ‘She collected a large
handful of mud which she put under a microscope
and I saw an amoeba and lots of other things besi-

des! She always took me to the museums on
Sundays, (particularly the Science museum) and
the art galleries, and then I would be encouraged to
make a little project of my own. She would give me
a lovely, clean, empty exercise book and pens and
crayons. I would pick my project, (maybe fossils,
trees, woods, or horses), research it and then fill my
lovely book with my writing and drawings on this
subject.’
After 1915 she didn’t indulge much more in her
professional biological practices. The last article
Mia wrote was “A proposal for a universal pedigree
system for human beings, in the special edition in
honor of her 70 year old master Max Weber”
(1923).
Klarissa Nienhuys, Groningen (Granddaughter of
Maria Boissevain – Pijnappel and daughter of novelist
Dieuke Boissevain, see NP p 71)

Branch of the descendants of Eduard Constantin (NP p 103). V.l.n.r. achterste rij staand: Victor, Gustaaf, Wicky, Mike,
Alexander, Dirk ten Brink en Harrie de Brauw. Middelste rij staand: Stance, Caroline, Daniel, Anneke, Marga, Emilie de
Brauw - van Kempen, Marie Louise en Raymond. Zittend: Peter, Mance, Ernst, Marga met Charlotte en Charles.
(Credits Pauline Prior, Amsterdam)
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WILLEM MENGELBERG AND OUR FAMILY
aria Barbera Boissevain-Pijnappel used to tell
stories about Willem Mengelberg to Hugo
Nolthenius, which he gratefully incorporated in
‘Mengelberg in de dagelijkse omgang’. What follows,
are excerpts from that article dating from 1920 and
containing several salient oral traditions, which were
written down by Mr Johan Krediet in 2005.
Mrs. Boissevain, barely a year older than Willem
Mengelberg, married the 23-year old Charles E.H.
Boissevain in 1891. When Willem in 1895 visited
the Boissevain couple, they were already parents to
three sons: Menso (1892), Charles Hercules (1893)
and Robert Lucas (1895). Willem then experienced
the birth of the other seven children which were all
born, according to plan, 2 years apart.
Apart from being a mother, Mrs. Boissevain was
chair of the Dutch Union for Women’s Suffrage
and in 1920 she was voted chair of the Union for
Women’s affairs. Right after the introduction the
Women’s suffrage in 1919, she was asked to become a member of the Lower House. She refused, but
because she was the number 1 on the list of the
Freedoms Union, which was the forerunner of the
VVD, she was chosen as member of the Provincial
States of Noord-Holland. She was a very hard working woman, daycare didn’t exist yet, but she did
have - as was the norm in those days among the
better off - a nanny. See for that the article our last
Bulletin. Marie was beautiful, good looking and

because of her formal demeanor and businesslike
line of argument she converted many to the opinion that men and women ought to have the same
rights and duties.
In 1920 Marie told about an incident which involved Mengelberg. It happened during a dinner party
with an important relation of her husband’s, to
which Willem Mengelberg was also invited. The
host and his wife assumed that Mengelberg after
dinner would at least play one of Beethoven’s sonatas or the like. After several attempts by the host to
persuade Mengelberg to perform, he finally sat
down behind the grand piano and began to improvise on Mary-had-a-little-lamb. He did this very
cleverly and funnily, but the host and his wife
couldn’t help but to feel cheated. When Marie confronted him about it afterwards, he answered in a
very irritated manner: ‘It is not right to ask someone to perform right after a meal or a social get together. A performance asks for a decent preparation,
unless it is only a little improvised play. It is also not
fair on the musician, who has just as much a right
to relax. Nobody would dream of asking a doctor or
a lawyer for advice right after a meal. For many
musicians it would be ideal if they would be asked
to perform, for a fee, during or after a dinner party,
also for amateurs. If they don’t ask for a fee, they
damage the interests of the professionals.” Despite
this explanation Marie still found this behavior
rude to the hosts.

Willem Mengelberg

Charles E.H. Boissevain

M
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Her husband Charles E. H. was director of the NV
Van der Elst & Matthes in Amsterdam, that, in the
Netherlands, represented the large and notorious
German enterprise I.G.Farben, for the delivery of
fertilizer. Besides his social positions as member of
the Amsterdam city council (1905-1907) and
member of the Provincial States of Noord-Holland
(1910-1918) he was board member of the Music
choir in Amsterdam and - possibly through
Mengelberg’s connections - from 1903 he became
member of the board of The Concertgebouw Ltd.
Through Mr. R. van Rees’ mediation Boissevain
became a very good friend of Mengelberg from
1895 onwards. They often went biking together,
went on holidays to Germany where they stayed in
health resorts. He possessed a beautiful voice with
which he sang the smaller parts in the St. Matthew
Passion, which Mengelberg gave in 1900 at his own
risk in the Round Lutheran Church on the Singel.
He and his wife also interfered in Mengelberg’s
financial situation when it became clear that
Mengelberg couldn’t make ends meet on his income. Mengelberg had several insurances so that he,
when middle aged and finished with his career,
could live independently. The premiums which he
had to pay for those were outrageously steep and
his stays in German and Swiss health resorts -due
to his susceptibility to rheumatism - were expensive. It also appeared that his landlady wrote weekly
invoices for amounts that the Boissevain family
could comfortably live on and that his clothes
disappeared regularly. Their attempts at reorganizing his finances resulted in him moving from the
Roemer Visscherstraat to the complex Parkzicht in
the Hobbemastraat, where he was looked after.
As convincing evidence of their close friendship
Charles was witness to Willem’s marriage with
Tilly Wubbe on 5 July 1900. The friendship between Willem, Marie and Charles and later on also
with Tilly, became even closer after they came to
live in the same street adjacent from each other.
They visited each other often, had lots of fun and
sang while Willem accompanied them on the
piano. He gave some instructions and improved the
elocution. There were also time in which he didn’t
touch the piano, but then out of the blue he would
take a seat behind the piano and play for the children. Sometimes he also asked Charles to sing
something and the he accompanied him, but that
usually resulted in an intense lesson. They talked
about day to day affairs, but also about art and religion and then Willem made sure his opinion was
heard.
From 1903 onwards Charles was closely involved
with the organization of the Music Folk concerts,
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that started on the 30th of October 1904. Every
week there were meetings and talks by the
Boissevains, which made for some heated discussions, but afterwards they would always drink a
good glass of wine and had some fun. A lot of fun
they also had during the Boissevains’ 25th wedding
anniversary, for which Willem composed a party
cantata.
The friendship between the two men cooled off a
bit after the conflict of the Concertgebouw, which
lasted from 1903-1905 and in which Charles was
quite involved as board member. A letter that
Charles wrote to Willem on the 27th of April 1904
is proof of the cooler relationship: ‘You have also
made mistakes and been clumsy. Admitting your
guilt would do you credit. Be generous, forget and
forgive, but I fear that this will prove impossible for
you.” Here someone spoke who knew Willem
rather well.
After the appointment of his brother-in-law H. de
Booy in February 1904 to director/administrator of
the orchestra, Boissevain resigned from the board
to avoid a conflict of interest. I am of the opinion
that it also was a disguise for the fact that he didn’t
agree with Willem’s decisions during the
Concertgebouw conflict, especially regarding his
harsh stand against certain members of the
orchestra whom he wanted to resign. Willem totally opposed Charles’ resignation as board member
because he thought that Charles, as friend, supported him completely and would represent his interests while he was away on commitments abroad.
On the 27th of October 1904, during the Festive
Gustav Mahler week, the Boissevains organized an
informal get together in their home for Mahler,
Mengelberg and friends, which they called a
‘Nabroodje’ (“after snack”). They had bread with
cheese and toast with raw ham and they drank
Munich Beer and Sour Moselwine. Characteristic
of the friendship[ is a photo taken in 1958, during
an outing on a walk along the Zuiderzee.
During Boissevain’s second term of office as board
member of The Concertgebouw (1914-1931) it
became obvious that his relationship with
Mengelberg had changed to a mere professional
one. During Mengelberg stay in his Chalet in
Switzerland the First World War erupted.
Mengelberg invented all sorts of excuses not to
return to the Netherlands to fulfill his contract with
the Concertgebouw. He proposed to the board to
postpone the concerts for a while, in which case he
would give up his remuneration. By way of an answer Boissevain, as board member of the Concert-
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Walk along the beach of the Dutch Zuiderzee in 1958. Standing from left to right: Diepenbrock, Mahler and Mengelberg. Seated
from left to right: the ladies Tilly Mengelberg, Mrs. Diepenbrock, Mrs. De Booy-Boissevain and Mrs. Boissevain-Pijnappel.

gebouw, summoned him by telegram to immediately leave Zuort, and to return to the Netherlands
to fulfill his obligations with the company.
Mengelberg left on the 1st of September against
his will, to return to Amsterdam and conduct his
first concert there on the 10th of September.
In 1916 Boissevain came to oppose Mengelberg
when he (= Boissevain) supported establishing a
pressure group for the members of the orchestra:
The Association The Concertgebouw-Orchestra.
Mengelberg viewed the establishing of this
orchestra group as a deliberate action against him
and didn’t want to have anything to do with it.
Despite this, the group established itself with
Boissevain and Wibaut support, on the 7th of
January 1915. Willem however didn’t hold grudges
and for the Boissevains’ 40th wedding anniversary,
he composed another party cantata in which he
played the part of 1st conductor and Cornelis
Dopper as 2nd.
On the 9th of May 1920 Boissevain stood next to
Mengelberg on the balcony in the Van
Eeghenstraat to receive the aubade from the
Amsterdamsche Postharmonie in honor of
Mengelberg’s jubilee. In 1921 the Boissevains move
from their house in the Van Eeghenstraat adjacent
from Mengelberg’s house, to Blaricum, which puts
an end to the neighborly contact between Marie
and Tilly.

As a result of Mengelberg’s financial demands and
frequent absence, Charles Boissevain on the 12th of
January 1924 repeats on paper his earlier oral proposal to the board, to dismiss Willem Mengelberg
and to pay him 1.000 guilders per concert as an
associate guest conductor. In 1929 Charles resigns
as board member of the Concertgebouw, which is
accepted in 1931. ‘Friendship ails, when respect
fails’. If this is also true for the friendship between
Mengelberg and Boissevain I cannot say for sure.

Epilogue
Via the Boissevain family website I (= Johan
Krediet, author) have contacted Mr. Robert Lucas
Boissevain in Heemstede. He is the grandson of
the Boissevain - Pijnappel couple, and oldest son of
the in 1895 born Robert Lucas Boissevain. His
parents knew uncle Willem very well, adored him,
attended his concerts and afterwards were welcomed in the soloists chambers. After the concerts,
which usually ran pretty smoothly, Mengelberg was
happy and relaxed and was generous to everyone.
This generosity was reciprocated when, in
1927/1928 and in 1934 he stayed with his parents
in the Chasa in Zuort.
He remembers a Saint Nicolas celebration in 1936
in his parental house on the Emmaplein in
Amsterdam. His mother had invited a large num-
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ber of children and she had ordered a Santa to spice
up the party. Just before the arrival of St. Nicolas,
uncle Willem came for a visit and he spontaneously joined in the reception of St. Nicolaas. As is
custom, the Saint called all the children one on one
and talked to them accusingly or approvingly. So
also uncle Willem had to front up to the Saint and
was told: ‘I have been told that you make a lot of
music! Well, I am sure that you can sing me a song
then’. Uncle Willem played his role well and said
embarrassed: ‘Ok. I will do that Saint Nicolaas, but
will you please alloy me to accompany myself on
the piano?’ ‘Saint Nicolas agreed and uncle Willem
seated himself behind the piano. It was a wonderful afternoon with a lot of singing. Uncle Willem
had a great time and so did we. My father -as a
friend - wrote a long letter to Willem Mengelberg
in 1939 to warn him against the German NationalSocialism and the pro war stand of its leaders. As
businessman and also because his firm represented

a German enterprise, he had an eye for the reality
of things. It is unknown if uncle Willem ever responded to that letter, for – as was widely known he always knew better and he wasn’t prepared to see
what was real. In honor of the celebration of
Mengelbergs 80th birthday in 1951, my mother
spoke congratulatory words into a wire-recorder, in
which Jo Vincent and his closest friends took part
also. When the recording reached him, he unfortunately was already in a coma and he died soon after.
He was buried on his 80th birthday in Lucern, next
to his wife Tilly. In 1976 my mother participated in
a television presentation about the life of Willem
Mengelberg’, thus Robert Lucas.
Willem Boissevain, Dieren (Willem Boissevain was
godchild of Willem Mengelberg and edited this article
which was published by Johan Krediet in the magazine
‘Mengelberg en zijn tijd’ in December 2005)

Descendants of the branch of Henri Jean Arnaud (NP p 122) + Jean Henri Guillaume (NP p 136) together. F.l.t.r. back row standing: Ursuline Prior, Joke, Jan Willem, Annemie, David Alexander + Linda Antonia + baby, Charles en Nelleke, Jeroen. Sitting:
Paul Prior, Binske with Rosa-Celine daughter of David Alexander, Pauline Prior (photographer during the reunion!), Jeroen,
Caroline, David en Paul. (Credits Pauline Prior, Amsterdam)
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NOSTALGIA FOR ACTOR DANIEL BOISSEVAIN
The traveling theatre festival the Parade summoned feelings of nostalgia in Daniël Boissevain (NP
p 117) in August 2006. To perform in a tent at a
festival site is not new for the actor. ‘I was practically born in a tent’, says the 37 year old member of
the family. Daniël grew up in the artists village
Ruigoord. With his parents and a theater group he
traveled around the world. Following in his parents’

footsteps Boissevain lets his own children be part of
the show. ‘Both my children have seen the performance’, he says. His daughter went all quiet, his
son, a little actor in the making, wanted to join in.
‘Every time I came near him, he put his arms out.’
Daniel is often in the news in Holland, recently in
the role of Herman Brood in the movie Wild
Romance (see cover picture of this Bulletin).

Curriculum Vitae of Daniël Boissevain
Training
1994

Graduation Theatreschool Amsterdam

Films
2006
2002
2001
2001
2000
1999
1997
1996
1993
1991

WILD ROMANCE, role: Herman Brood, Jean van de Velde, M4ALL productions.
GIRL IN HYACINTH BLUE, Brent Shields, Hallmark Hall Fame,
MINDHUNTERS, Mindhunters BV
MERCEDES, short film, IJswater Films
CHALK, short film, Diederik van Rooijen, NFTA
DE ONTDEKKING VAN DE HEMEL, Jeroen Krabbé, Discovery of Heaven BV
LEK, Jean van de Velde, M&B Film
ALL STARS, leading role, Jean van de Velde,
DE ZEEMEERMAN, leading role, Frank Herrebout, Rob Houwer
ANGIE, leading role, Martin Lagestee
DE PROVINCIE, Jan Bosdriesz

Television
2002-2005

2002
2001
2001
2000
1999
1999
1998
1997
1997
1996
1994
1994

MEIDEN VAN DE WIT I, II & III, Egmond Film & TV
DUBBELGANGER, VARA
VRIJDAG DE 14e, VARA
DUNYA & DESIE, NPS
BELLA BETTIEN, telefilm, Hans Pos, Shooting Star
LUIFEL EN LUIFEL, leading role, SBS6, Blue Horse Productions,
OCHTENDZWEMMERS, Nicole van Kilsdonk, Egmond Film & TV
ALL STARS, leading role, VARA, Jean van de Velde, M&B Film (Grammy Award U.S.A)
WESTENWIND, RTL 4, Joop van den Ende Productions
COMBAT, John de Mol Productions
BAANTJER III, RTL 4, John de Mol Productions
KEES & Co, Joop van den Ende Productions
WESTZIJDE POSSE, leading role, Veronica
TIJD VAN LEVEN, André van Duren
PLEIDOOI, IdtV
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Theatre
2003
2003
2002
2000
1998
1998
1998
1997
1995
1994
1994
1992

ANNIE MG, DOCHTER VAN DE DOMINEE, Mette Bouhijs, Jacques Senf
VAN GOGH, Het Toneel Speelt
OUT!, Bart Klever, Tevengebroed in collaboration with Paardenkathedraal
KAALSLAG, Bart Klever, Tevengebroed in collaboration with Paardenkathedraal
TRAINSPOTTING, Peter Pluymaekers, ZEP
IFIGNEIA, Johan Simons & Paul Koek, Hollandia
BIERKAAI, Bart Klever, Tevengebroed/TGA
THUISWERK, Jennifer Drabbe, Amphiproduction
DE DWAZEN, Bart Klever, Tevengebroed
TEVENGEBROED, Bart Kle-ver
DE MINAAR, Shireen Stroker, Theatreschoolproduction
GIOVANNI'S ROOM, Bart Klever, Theatreschoolproduction

Various
2001
1999

HEINEKEN NIGHTLIVE, duo-presentation with Suzanne Klemann, Ahoy Rotterdam
THUIS, CD, Mercury Records ( Jan Tekstra), Phonogram, song and text

The Dutch artist Herman Brood was born on 5 November 1946 in Zwolle and was a purebred artist in all of his
music, poetry and but mainly in his paintings and screen prints. Herman Brood took his own life on 11 July 2001 by
jumping of the roof of the Hilton-hotel in Amsterdam. Brood’s body was completely wasted by drugs and alcohol.
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BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES - additions and corrections
NEDERLANDS PATRICIAAT 1988 (VOLUME 72)
PAGE

NUMBER

NAME

75

Xj-1

Saskia Boissevain, married Amsterdam 6 Feb. 2006 Peter Johan Schenk,
born Amersfoort 15 Sep.1944.

139

VIIIaa-2

Emma Margaretha Koppers-Boissevain, died Maastricht 7 Jan. 2006.

145

IXah-1

David Alexander Boissevain and Linda Antonia Petronella van den
Tillaard had a 2nd child:
• Thijmen Daniel Boissevain, born Utrecht 25 April 2005.

145

IXah-2

Jan Maarten Boissevain, married ….. 25 March 2006 Eva Possemis,
born Amsterdam 24 Aug.1976. They had a 2nd child:
• Lot Loïs Boissevain, born Haarlem 28 May 2006.

Above we mainly followed the pedigree system that is printed in “Nederland`s Patriciaat” 1988 (volume
72) and in the Boissevain-Bulletins of 1991 till and including 2001. We added children of Boissevainborn females and their spouses, even when they do not bear the name Boissevain. We do have many
pedigree extensions along female lines. Particulars may be obtained from Robert Lucas (Bob) Boissevain,
Esdoornkade 4, 2101 WN Heemstede (the Netherlands); phone and fax +31. 23. 528 6849; e-mail
rl.boissevain@worldonline.nl
We shall be glad to receive further information. Keep us informed of births, deaths, marriages (and
divorces) and change of addresses!
Copies of “Nederland`s Patriciaat”1988 (volume 72) can be obtained from the Central Bureau of
Genealogy, P.O.Box 11755, 2502 AT The Hague (Netherlands).

Back cover Bulletin:
Dutch film star and actor Daniel Boissevain (NP p 117) on the ticket of admission of the premiere of the film Wild romance in the City of Groningen (Netherlands) on November 4, 2006.
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